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The Depopulation and Aging of Population In Regional Areas
—Report on Research in Shimo-Koshiki Village, Kagoshima Prefecture-

H B W —
Shin-ichi Kira

ABSTRACT

Since 1960, there has been a shift in population to the Tokyo, Osaka and Nago-
ya areas, with resulting depopulation of regional areas. In the 1980s, the shift in pop-
ulation continued only to the Tokyo area. Because of this population concentration
and the decline of total special birthrate, depopulation of regional area become more
serious problem. Kagoshima Prefecture is the most serious area of depopulation in
Japan and the single elderly person households and elderly couple households are the
most high rate in Japan . The percentage of the total population over age 65 has in-
creased more than 30% in Shimo—-Koshiki Village.This report is about elderly persons

in Kagoshima Prefecture and Shimo—Koshiki Village.
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