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ABSTRACT

Three experiments were conducted to explore the perception of the shapes of objects by active
touch. In Experiment 1, we showed that an exploration of an object by five fingers made recall
performance better than by only index finger exploration. In Experiment 2, the relationship
between tactual perception of the shapes of objects and eye movement was explored. In Experiment
3, the performance of shape recognition in controlled eye movement conditions was compared to
free eye movement conditions. The results showed that the performance of shape recognition in
free eye mevement conditions was better than in controlled eye movement conditions.
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