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Jane Eyre : Swaying between Servitude and Sacrifice

A B OENT
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ABSTRACT

We can frequently find words such as ‘servitude’,‘slave’,‘sacrifice’,‘obedience’,'mutiny’ or ‘rebel’
in Jane Eyre. These words reflect the severe reality that women were subjected to subservience in
the patriarchal society of England in the 19th century. They suffered from conflicting feelings ——
the desire for rebellion and the fear of the opposition of society. Charlotte Bronte fully depicted these
conflicting desires by choosing the master-governess (i.e. dependant) situation. This situation also
symbolizes the woman’s position in patriarchal society and is best suited to explain the hardships
woman had to meet. In this paper I analysed Charlotte Bronte’s conception of the ideal equality
between men and women by emphasizing the words ‘servitude’ and ‘sacrifice.’
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