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In thus making sweetness and light to be characters of perfection, culture is of like spirit with
poetry, follows one law with poetry.
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It is not to be supposed that Arnold really thought, with Carlyle, that England in 1869 was a-
bout to plunge into a whirlpool of anarchy. What he did was to use certain anarchical tenden-
cies and lawless incidents of his own day, due to a temporary phase of intense political excite-
ment, as illustrations of the deep-seated spiritual anarchy of the English people, an anarchy
which expressed itself in its hideous sprawling industrial cities, its loud-voiced assertion of
personal liberty, its dismal, stuffy, and cantankerous forms of Christianity, its worship of size
and numbers and wealth and machinery generally, its state-blindness, and its belief in collision

(collision of parties, of sects, of firms) as the only way of salvation
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