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The Effects of the Task Model on Preschoolers' Social Interaction
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the task model on preschoolers' social inter-
action. Subjects were thirty-two preschool children. They were paired with a familiar friend of same age
and asked to perform a clay work task together for ten minutes. They were divided into two groups. In the
model group the subjects could use the model of an elephant clay work during their interactive session. In
the non-model group they could not. The results showed that the five types of preschoolers' interaction were
found. And the task model effected on those types and the children's relationships. In the non-model group
one child lead another child but in the model group some children co-operate on equal terms and some chil-
dren perform the task separately. The results indicated that the task model did not necessarily clear the task
goal and promote the children's interaction.
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