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The turn-taking behavior and the birth order in preschool children
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was to explore the effects of the birth order on the
turn-taking behavior in preschool children. The subjects were 50 four-and five-year-old
children in preschool. The half of the children was the elderly and another half children
were the youngest in their siblings. At the beginning the elderly child and the youngest
child were paired. Then they were requested to play a fishing game together. In this
situation only one fishing pole was available for the game. The entire process lasting ten
minutes was videotaped. The results indicated that the elderly children tended to give a
pole and get it at the turn-taking situation as a leader more than the youngest one. And
during the waiting time the youngest children didn't necessary capture the pole more than the
elderly one. These results suggested that the elderly children didn’t always inhibit their in-
tention.
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