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The Effects of the Degree of Difficulty of a Game on Preschooler's Turn Taking Behavior

B om X

Aya Fujita

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the degree of difficulty of a game on preschoolers
turn - taking behavior. In all, 38 pairs of same-age 4 -, 5 - year-old children were requested to play a
fishing game. They were divided into two groups; the easy game situation and the difficult game situation.
In these situations only one fishing pole was available for the game. The entire process lasting ten minutes was
videotaped. The main results showed that the degree of difficulty of a game effected the criteria and the leader
of the turn-taking behavior. Children in the difficult situation used the more various criteria than those in the
easy situation. In the difficult situation the waiting child leaded the turn-taking behavior more than the fish-
ing child. And the conflict was resulting a lot in the difficult situation. Children negotiated using both lan-
guage and action in the conflict situation. These findings suggested that there is a limit in the self-control abil-

ity of preschool children.
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