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Ngai Tahu Claims and the Crown’s Settlement Offer:
Taking an overview as ‘Forest Structure,’ classifying
the components, and interrelating them
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Tamai Noboru

ABSTRACT

The main topic in this paper is on a historic process of ethnic resurgence by Ngai
Tahu claims. It is highly wide-ranging and quite extensive that the claims involved
hundreds of their grievances are. As a result, a strongly visual imagery such as ‘nine
tall trees’ ‘branches’ and ‘undergrowths’ had been introduced on the hearing of the
Waitangi Tribunal so as to embrace and organise all of these diverse claims. In this
paper, therefore, the imagery has been applied as ‘Forest Structure’ in order to
classify the components, to interrelate them and to consider the effects on the Crown’s
Settlement Offer.

Ngai Tahu is iwi of New Zealand, who is tangata whenua of Te Waipounamu or
South Island of the New Zealand, and who is also kaitiaki of their takiwa. They must
have entered the Treaty of Waitangi, bearing in mind that they could hold their
rangatiratanga and mana whereby retained lands, mahinga kai, pounamu, or other
taonga as long as they wished them as the Treaty provided. Nevertheless, the
obligation had not been fulfilled in good faith so that the tribe kept in a state of
poverty for several generations. They lodged the grievances to the Waitangi Tribunal
when the way was paved. Although the claims amounted to almost 200 covering from
on land issues to on a variety of cultural ones, each one was interwoven on imagery,
namely ‘Forest Structure.’ It means 73 claims on eight land purchases and mahinga
kai as ‘branches of nine tall trees’ and more than 100 ancillary claims as ‘undergrowths,’
and all of them have stemmed from the Treaty of Waitangi as the ‘ground or soil.’
Following the finding and recommendation of the Tribunal, settlement had been sought
through the face to face negotiation between Ngai Tahu and the Crown. Finally, the
Deed of Settlement was signed in 1997 and it took effect by the 1998 Act. The



settlement has offered healing process and co-operation mechanism in parallel to the
above Forest Structure.

In conclusion, ‘Forest Structure’ enables the people of Ngai Tahu to lodge each
claim to the Waitangi Tribunal collectively or jointly. It can be said that they must
not have been offered sets of redresses and mechanisms ranging from economic,
cultural to political aspects if they lodged separately. At the same time, the Structure
has contributed to solidarise each member of Ngai Tahu whanui and to resurge as iwi
not only in terms of economic base as a result but also of identity recalling the
former mana and kaitiakitanga. On the co-management of natural resources, it is
expected that Ngai Tahu will input their traditional wisdom as kaitiaki in order to
preserve permanently the splendid scenery of South Island in the future.
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(Mt. Cook)

U735 75 (Arahura) | : EEWHERS

g — 1 (Gwi)y : BBIE (tribe)

Fr L & (kereme) | : 353K (claim)

Fwv % - 14 (mahinga kai) ; . EFRINEH (food gathering place)

"< (mana), : <4 &L TOBIE. Bkt (prestige, integrity)

w51 (Marae) | . 2 (meeting place)
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