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The interaction between boys and girls in preschool children
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the interaction between boys and girls
in preschool children. The participants were 20 three-year-old, 15 four-year-old, 16
five-year-old preschool children. Their behaviors during free play were observed
using a video—camera. The interaction between boys and girls was analyzed. The main
results showed that there were some children who often interacted with the opposite-
gender children. Most of three-years-old children interacted with opposite-gender
children but such kind of children was specialized with age. And we observed that
one girl played in the group of boys and one boy played in the group of girls. The
former pattern was observed more. These findings suggested that girls had the
flexible attitude and the social ability to opposite-gender interactions more than boys.

Key words: the interaction between boys and girls, gender difference in social
behavior, preschool children, gender-typed play, gender-typed communication,
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