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Changing Processes of Interpersonal Perception and Attraction:
Analysis from the Rules of Friendship
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Abstract

The purpose of these studies was to examine the changing processes of interpersonal
perception and attraction from the point of friendship rules. Study 1 found twenty-five
important friendship rules among female college students. Study 2 investigated
longitudinal changes on the rules of friendship, interpersonal perception and attraction
toward an intimate friend of each first year female college student. Results showed the
following: (1)interpersonal perception and attraction were correlated with the degree of
keeping friendship rules; (2)increase of keeping friendship rules led to positive
changes of impression and attraction toward a friend, but decrease of keeping
friendship rules led to negative changes of impression and attraction toward a friend
within three months; (3)the amount of negative changes of impression and attraction
was larger than the amount of positive changes. It was suggested that friendship rules
play an important role in social interaction between close friends.

Key words: rules of friendship, interpersonal perception and attraction.
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