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Development of Community Disaster Prevention SNS: A Preliminary Experiment
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Abstract

We did a preliminary experiment to develop a community disaster prevention Social
Networking Service (SNS). In this experiment, we used Windows Live Messenger to
examine the effects of sharing information about neighbor families (each member’s job,
specialty or disability, etc.) on behavior in helping immediately after a devastating
earthquake. Sixteen female college students participated in this experiment with four
groups consisting of four people. Results showed that sharing information about
neighbor families facilitated their relationships and helping the victims of the disaster.
These results suggested the function of the disaster prevention SNS to be effective.
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