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The study of the triadic interaction in the discussion of preschoolers

i H pa
Fujita Aya

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the triadic interaction in the discussion
scene of preschool children. The participants were 78 four-year-old and 87 five-year-
old children in preschool. Same-sex and same-age children were randomly grouped to
constitute 26 four-year-old triads and 29 five-year-old triads. Children were requested
to discuss to select one game among three kinds of games in triads. Their discussions
were videotaped. The time of discussion, the number of utterance during discussion
and the pattern of decision-making were analyzed by observing the video recording.
The result showed that the time of discussion of the older triads was shorter than the
younger triads. And the assertive utterances in younger girls were observed more
than those of older girls and the considerate utterances in older children were
observed more than those of younger children. These findings suggest that older
children are more considerate about others in the discussion compared to younger
children.
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