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Turn-Taking Behavior of Preschool Children in Drawing Play Situation

i H pa
Fujita Aya

Abstract: The development of turn-taking rules in preschool children was investigated
in drawing play situation. Participants were 22 pairs of four-year-old and 18 pairs of
five-year-old children. They were requested to play a drawing for 10 minutes in
pairs. In this situation, one pen was made available to each pair of children. Their
activities were videotaped. Turn-taking behaviors were observed both in the
four-year-old pairs and five-year-old pairs. A regelation by which the waiting child
controlled turn-taking without monitoring the partner’s behavior was observed in
four-year-old children, more often than in five-year-old children, and this regulation
was related to the number of conflicts that was observed. Moreover, this regulation
was especially notable among boys. These findings suggested that four-year-old
children are immature in taking the partner into consideration, which results in more
conflicts, whereas five-year-old children are able to develop rules by monitoring their
partner’s behavior.

Key words : turn-taking behavior, peer relationships, preschool children, drawing
play situation
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