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The research on design development for wooden chairs used at elderly care facilities
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Summary

This study was conducted as a joint research between industry, universities and government
from November 2015 to November 2017 by Nakatsu Kagu Co., Ltd., Oita Prefectural College
of Arts and Culture, Oita University of Nursing and Health Sciences, Oita Industrial Research
Institute, and NAHO DESIGN. It was conducted as a research on “comfortable sitting” for
developing “safe and comfort” wooden chairs used at care facilities for elderly people. It
explored their essential needs for chairs with an aim to produce chairs that would enable them to
create a purpose in life.

The result of our market research showed that many of the existing chairs for elderly people
have mechanical designs and many of their shapes are unsuitable for their postures. We carried
out research and development with an aim to improve the quality of life for elderly people by
identifying the essential elements of chairs needed in our increasingly aging society through a
series of the conversations with them based on the concept of “human—centered designs” .
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The product, “C-Fit-Chair”, which was created as a result of this study, received the Good
Design Award of the Year in 2017, and was commercially produced by Nakatsu Kagu Co., Ltd. in
March 2018.
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