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Turn-taking rules in cooperative tasks conducted by college students
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Abstract

The development of turn-taking rules in cooperative tasks conducted by college students
was examined. Female college students and adults participated in Experiment I.
Participants conducted a cooperative task in pairs. Six paper cups and rubber bands with
three strings attached were prepared. Participants were requested to pull the strings, and
extend the rubber bands, pick up the paper cups using the rubber bands, and stack the six
paper cups into three tiers. The following rule was analyzed; playing the role by holding
one string and playing the role by holding two strings, in turn. Results indicated that
participants could successfully perform the task and develop turn-taking rules for ensuring
equality and executing the task well. In Experiment II, the number of paper cups and the
difficulty level was increased. The results indicated that turn—taking rules were rarely
developed. It is suggested that the difficulty level of the task affected the development of
turn—taking rules.
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