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Consensus Estimates for COVID-19 Preventive Measures and Infection Risk Perception:
Descriptive Data for 2021-2023
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ABSTRACT

This paper reports the results of questionnaire surveys regarding support or
disapproval of COVID-19 preventive measures as a social norm, consensus estimates,
and infection risk perception. The questionnaires were administered to college students
every summer from 2021 to 2023 (N=278275,272) . The five infection control measures
focused on were wearing a mask, physical distancing, refraining from going outside,
frequent ventilation, and vaccination. The main findings are as follows: 1) support for
infection control measures was highest in 2021 for all measures and has declined since
then; 2) significant differences in consensus estimates between supporters and non-
supporters of infection control measures were observed, confirming the occurrence
of a false consensus effect (FCE) ; 3) perceived likelihood of infection did not change
much over the three-year period, but fear of infection and perceived severity of infection
declined from 2021 to 2023. Although this study revealed changes in attitudes and
behaviors toward infection control, future analysis of the relationships among variables
is needed.

Keywords: COVID-19 preventive measures, social norm, consensus estimates, false
consensus effect, infection risk perception.
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